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There was good
news, then there was
bad news.

Re sponse in the High 
Prai rie and Big Lakes
County Rec re ation
Mas ter Plan – Com mu -
nity Sur vey cov ered the 
com plete spec trum of
peo ple who were very
happy and those very
un happy with the cur -
rent ser vice.

The sur vey was re -
leased by Komiete
Tetteh, mu nic i pal plan -
ner for Mac ken zie Mu -
nic i pal Ser vices
Agency, to the High
Prai rie Rec re ation
Com mit tee at a meet -
ing Sept. 30.

The 269 peo ple re -
spond ing cer tainly had
their say.

“It [the sur vey] is
one of the high est
we’ve seen so far,” said
Tetteh, cit ing his past
ex pe ri ence in com plet -
ing such sur veys.

He saw the re sponse
as pos i tive.

“The more re spond -
ing...the stron ger their
voices...” he said.

Over all, 55 per cent
said they were not sat -
is fied with rec re ation
of fered in town.

Head ing the list of
“un sat is fied” and “very 
un sat is fied” were:

*  rec com mu ni ca tion 
and mar ket ing of ex ist -
ing rec re ation at 44 per
cent;

* rec pro gram ming
within fa cil i ties at 38
per cent;

* bas ket ball court at
30 per cent; and

* fa cil ity op er a tions,
main te nance and man -
age ment at 29 per cent.

Tetteh told the com -
mit tee they needed to
de velop “strat e gies to
ad dress com mu ni ca -
tion...it should be one
area, as a com mit tee,
we should look at.”

“I’m glad you pointed 
out we’re strug gling
with com mu ni ca tion,”
said com mit tee chair
Deb bie Rose. “We can
ad dress that.”

The good news is
there was plenty of re -

sponse in re gard to
what cit i zens wanted
mov ing for ward. A
multi-sea sonal rec re -
ation com plex and a
splash park were the
two top choices.

“Strongly...a splash
park, and mul ti plex”
were the top choices,
said Tetteh.

Oth ers in the top five
in cluded a dog park, in -
door walk ing/run ning
path, and com mu nity
gym.

“Of those five, four of
them would fit in within 
a Mul ti plex,” said John
Paddon, pub lic mem -
ber on the com mit tee.

“That’s kind of cool.”
How ever, only 125

peo ple com pleted that
por tion of the sur vey,
whereas 140 did not.

“I think we achieved
what we wanted to
achieve,” said com mit -
tee mem ber Don
Charrois.

“We have some thing
to go on.”

“I agree,” added
Tetteh. “I think we have 
the in for ma tion.”

Rose also agreed
say ing the com mit tee
could go “for ward with
a clear com mu nity vi -
sion.”

Com mit tee mem ber
Da vid Marx saw the
pos i tive.

“...some of the pub lic
think we have a pretty
good op er a tion. If
you’re sat is fied you’re
not go ing to look at
that.”

Mean while, Charrois 
was not con cerned with 
the stake holder por tion 
of the sur vey.

“This is what we re -
ally wanted,” he said,
re fer ring to the com -
mu nity sur vey.

Af ter the Oct. 16
dead line, Tetteh will
pre pare a sum mary for
the com mit tee. A plan
will then be de vel oped
mov ing for ward.

Brett Hawken, Big
Lakes County’s act ing
di rec tor of com mu nity
and pro tec tive ser vice,
cau tioned the com mit -
tee that im prove ments
may cost money.

“How do we im prove
with the rec re ation

bud get we have mov ing 
for ward?” he asked.

Con trary to Marx’s
state ment, Paddon
said the sur vey should
serve as a “wakeup
call” for the com mit tee. 
He noted the pub lic
said there were is sues
with com mu ni ca tion
while stake holders said 
there were no prob -
lems.

“We need a short-
term plan to deal with
com mu ni ca tion and
mar ket ing,” he said.

And, he added, a
long-term was need to
build a Multi-plex.

“It’s a pro ject of
need,” said Tetteh.
“Peo ple need it.

“The com mu nity has
ex pressed a strong
need for this pro ject.”

‘Dis ap point ing’

How ever, one as pect
of the sur vey which
Tetteh termed “dis ap -
point ing” was the
stake holder sur vey
por tion. Only 14 re -
sponses were re ceived
from town and county
pol i ti cians and staff,
school di vi sion trust -
ees and staff, user
groups, and reg is tered
non-profit so ci ety.

Of note, only three of
16 town and county pol -
i ti cians re plied. Con sid -
er ing four serve on the
com mit tee, at least one 
could not be both ered
to com plete the sur vey
de spite cit ing the need
to com plete it.

Tetteh asked the
com mit tee if they
wanted to ex tend the
dead line.

“I think it would be a
good idea from a school 
per spec tive,” said pub -
lic mem ber Col leen
McAloon. “I could push
it a bit. I’m there.”

“What sort of time
frame are we go ing to
use?” asked Paddon.

“The shorter the
better,” said McAloon.

“...if you’re go ing to
do it, do it in a short or -
der,” Charrois agreed.

As a re sult, stake -
holders were given an
ex ten sion un til Oct. 16
to com plete the sur vey.

Build a Multi-plex, re spon dents de mand

Most of the respondents were women!
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Have you vis ited, used a park, open space, or
any other outdoor fa cil ity [last 12 months]?

Yes: 82.89%     No: 17.11%

How sat is fied were re spon dents?
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